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CURIOUS TREND has arisen in 1960s in religious worldo ~~JI. - v (' 
lttfac\ ioat Person of Christ, Hil!!I Life, Hie Spiritual teacl"i.ingso ... n~-~? 
Mahatma Ghandi, of India, great admirer, yet never a Christiano~· ·~,... -Y .1;? 
Japanese and Chineese very impressed with Jesus-never enter His churcho(f,v+' 
Many Americanl!!I seem to feel the same: Interested in following Christ, BUT NOT 
affiliating with the CHURCH. ~ 
WHI'? Large buildings? Large memberships? Impersonal and mechanical worship? 
Elaborate organizatiomr? Nearly 300 ldrids of churches confusing? 
Hate to take sides? Presence of pretenders arrl hypocrites perhaps? 
STATEMENI'J Large buildings and memberships and elaborate organizations d<ma 
not always lead to cold, mechanical and imi:;ersonal warship and 
congregational situations. I ~ew up in a large one and have yet 
to find_ a ;:Jler_ e.ory~_:,,Afr.iS~:~e~~~~~~~r-~~~~~i~f~~· . .B ,s* 
I. MANY FACTORS INV LVED IN PEOPLE'S CHOICES OF A CHURCH HOME . (al~- 0) 
A. Convenience. Some families go to the church building nearest them. 
Illo Pecan Park, Houston. Didn't matter what Bible said. 
B. Family backgro\iiid'. Like old family ties politically or socially--Like 
daddy, like son. Once democrat always a democrat. Bible 
did not enter into their choice at allo 
Co Social groupingo Church membership linked to social standing. 
Illo Girl whose mother objected to her l!!ltud¥ing the Bible 
for fear it would take her away from family's social church. DID1 
D. Personal preference "I just like the way they do things. Read Bible litt • 
I Lawyer f und church that would allow hi-n to live the way 
e wanted to and still keep him free from guilt of many sinsl 
Eo Ties of Friendshipo Go where folks are big, big-hearted, warm, friendly, 
loving and great to be aroundo Genuine inspiration! 
F. The Lord's Will. John 14s6. John 12:JU3o Luke 6146. Matt. 7:21-230 
SOUNDS LIKE the Lord has SPOKEN on the subject and HEISTS 
that His voice be HEARD. lfatt. 7:24-29. 
CONCLUSIONs The Lord has spoken on the subject of Church Membership and ~~ 
wishes tobe HEARD. ?<.,IL y.,u.'4,,t.._ ~~/!., ~ Jl<.4· ~T' 
PARABLE OF AR ANCIENI' EVENT• ~cil_ "~ -;.µ~,,,-; 
1. Youth in his 20s, dressed like Hebrew'l\lived in Jerusalem - N. T. time$. 
2. Kind, open- hearted young man w.ho loves GOD and GOD 1S truth more than LIFEo 
3o Ll.ved the day beforeY"the chu,rch was started. None to CHOOSE from that day <f': t)O, 
(IXV~<-~(' -
4o Let's follow him as he becomes a Christian and chooses a church. 
a. Time is A. D. 33, 7 weeks and 1 day from Passover. PentecostL 
bo Occasion: Biggest feast of Jewish year and largest crowdso 
Co Leaves the house right after breakfast and hears great roar "AS OF A 
RUSHING MIGHTY WIND." (Acts 2:2.) --
d. He traces the noise to the Temple area where thousands have gatheredo 
e. Mystified: Dozen men on the balcony with fire dancing over headso (as) 
f. Amazed as men of 16 different nations mill around the courtyard listening 
to Galileans speak in 16 different tongues-YET- everyone is understandingo 
g. He hears a cry: •These men are drilnk-they're ~ of new wine1" 
f / 11 ') J" 
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5. His real Christian :Education begins at this point .. 
a. Large man arises am aenys the chargeo Vso 14-160 
Proof of JOEL the prophet given. v. 17-210 Thought already savedl Noto 
Proof of DAVID the king given. v. 25-28 . New way of lifeo ....-
Proof of JESUS' resurrection. Vo 22-24V"' 
Proof of CHRIST,S ascension. Vo 32-35V 
Proof of GOD'S elevation of Jesus.Vo .360 V 
6. Fear raced throughout the masses. That JJlSUS they had crucified 
~few weeks before WAS what He claimed to be: GODtS SON. SAVIOR. KING1 
Pleading question: V:-37., •Men and brethren what shall we do?" --7. Yol.lllg Jewish ycuth heard the GOOD NEVIS for the first time. Acts 2 :38. 
FORGIVENESSl Now. Total. Forever. Forgotten sins 0 
J He and 
8 .. 12,999 plus .... REPENTED, ~d were Bt\Pl'IZED into the body or church of 
Christ. Gal. 3:26-29Q) Member of God's family now. Saved in churcaJ 
He and thousands more HEARD the GOSPEL, BELIEVED CHRIST f;o beGod. 1s 
Son, REPENTED of their sins and had their SI i'S remitted in BAP!'ISM. 
(In ·ected note : Same happened to Samaritans in Acts 8, Saul 9, 
Cornelius 10, Philippians and Iqdia 16, Cb:rinthians 18, and 
Ephesians 19.) Same messagel Same responsel Same results! 
Ao II Coro 5:17. John .3:3~.. Whole new way o:f li:fe FCR Godl 
B. Worship was different: Acts 2:42. Done TOGETHER. Togetherness is churchl 
Together regular~. Acts 20: 7 o I Cor 16~2.. Epho .5:19a Hebo 10. 
c. They- worked together. Acts 2:44-47 Epho 4:11-15@ Mark 16:15- 16. DID1 
INV: IN ADVISING YOU AS YOU CHOOSE A CHURCHs 
1. I dare not appeal to any other source than the WORD & WILL of Goda Heb. 10:31. 
2o Feel perfectly- safe in pointing you to the Pentecost-pattern. Acts 2:38. 
3o Confident same t.hing happen to you that happened to them. Galo 3t26-29o 
4o Know I'm right because can clearly point this course out in the Biblea 
5o This course of OBEDIENCE will stand up at the Judgment: What Lord said to do! 
